Concept analysis of good death in the Japanese community.
To describe the meaning of a good death in the Japanese community. Rogers's (2000) concept analysis strategy. A review of the literature was done in March 2004, with a focus on older adults' experiences of good death in the Japanese community; "good death" was the subject heading or key words; and literature was published in English or Japanese. Attributes of a good death include sociocultural norms, personal experiences, and continuous process. The person's experience of dying, the social context, the patient's autonomy and control over the dying process, and quality of end-of-life health care are the consequences of the concept. When good death occurs, it leads to family satisfaction, positive bereavement process, and work satisfaction for healthcare professionals. Integration of findings from the concept analysis and field research results in more accurate understanding of good death. Knowing the individual concept of good death enables nurses to provide culturally competent care to achieve an optimum death experience for both patients and families.